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Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) is an or-

ganization which is derived from the Intergovernmental Authority on 
Drought and Development (IGADD) founded in 1986 by the six East 
African countries to coordinate their development, but at present there 
are eight member countries of IGAD and the headquarters of IGAD is 
Djibouti. The IGAD covers the area of 5,233,604(km2), with the popu-
lation of 187,969,775, GDP of 225,049,000 million ($ US), and with 
the PPP of 1,197 per capita. 

Due to the natural disaster that occurred between 1974 and 1984 
that caused widespread famine, ecological degradation and economic 
hardship in the East African countries that time, many individual coun-
tries in the East African tried to cope with the problems and received 
help from the international communities around them. Notwithstanding, 
they come to a conclusion that there is a need for regional approach to 
supplement national efforts. All the six countries of the region took an 
action through the United Nations to establish an intergovernmental 
body for development and to control the region. An agreement was 
signed on January 1986 by the assembly of heads of state and govern-
ment, which officially called the Intergovernmental Authority on 
Drought and Development (IGADD). Soon after its formation the man-
date of IGADD widened, becoming a vehicle for regional security and 
political dialogue. 
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There are current IGAD Member States: Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Somalia, Sudan, Uganda, Eritrea, South Sudan. Eritrea became the sev-
enth member of IGAD following its independence in 1993, while South 
Sudan became the eighth member of the Intergovernmental Authority 
on Development (IGAD) following its independence in July 2012. 

The aims and objectives of IGAD are to: 
– Promote joint development strategies and gradually harmonize 

macro-economic policies and programs in the social, technological and 
scientific fields; 

– Harmonize policies with regard to trade, customs, transport, 
communications, agriculture and natural resources, and promote free 
movement of goods, services, and people within the sub-region; 

– Create an enabling environment for foreign, cross-border and 
domestic trade and investment; 

– Initiate and promote programs and projects to achieve regional 
food security and sustainable development of natural resources and en-
vironmental protection, and encourage and assist efforts of member 
states to collectively combat drought and other natural and man-made 
disasters and their consequences; 

– Develop a coordinated and complementary infrastructure in the 
areas of transport, telecommunications and energy in the sub-region; 

– Promote peace and stability in the sub-region and create mecha-
nisms within the sub-region for the prevention, management and reso-
lution of interstate and intrastate conflicts through dialogue; 

– Mobilize resources for the implementation of emergency, short-
term, medium term and long-term programs within the framework of 
sub-regional cooperation; 

– Facilitate, promote and strengthen co-operation in research de-
velopment and application in science and technology1. 

The structure of the Organization is comprised of the following or-
gans. 

                                                 
1 URL: http://igad.int/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=  
93&Itemid=153&showall=1. 
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Assembly of Heads of State and Government, which meets at least 
once a year, is the supreme organ of the Authority. 

The Council of Ministers is composed of the Ministers of Foreign 
Affairs and one other focal minister designated by each member state 
and meets at least twice a year. 

The Committee of Ambassadors, comprising the Ambassadors or 
Plenipotentiaries of IGAD member states accredited to the country of 
IGAD’s headquarters, advises and guides the Executive Secretary on 
the promotion of his efforts in realizing the work plan approved by the 
Council of Ministers and on the interpretation of policies and guidelines 
which may require further elaboration. 

The Secretariat is the executive arm of the Authority and is headed 
by an Executive Secretary appointed by the Assembly of Heads of State 
and Government for a term of four years renewable once. The Secre-
tariat, in addition to the Office of the Executive Secretary, has three 
divisions, namely Economic Co-operation, Agriculture and Environ-
ment and Political and Humanitarian Affairs. 

The Secretariat is responsible for the implementation of projects in 
food security and environmental protection, infrastructure development, 
transport and communications, conflict prevention, management and 
resolution and humanitarian affairs. 

In April 1996, at the Heads of State and Government recommenda-
tion, the IGAD Council of Ministers came out with three priority which 
are Humanitarian Affairs, Management and Resolution, and Conflict 
Prevention; Infrastructure Development (Transport and Communica-
tions); and Food Security and Environment Protection1.  

In article 18 of the IGAD establishing agreement states that mem-
ber states shall act collectively to preserve peace, security, and stability 
in order to facilitate economic development. Following the rules 
(norms) in article 18, the IGAD has been seriously engaged in peace 
keeping in Somalia and Southern Sudan. As we can see today, peace 
keeping in Sudan and Somalia remains the primary goal of the Assem-

                                                 
1 Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD). Factsheet. U.S. De-
partment of State. URL: http://2001-2009.state.gov/t/pm/rls/fs/22517.htm. 
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bly of Heads of State and Government. The IGAD peace keeping, have 
witness seven teen years civil war in Sudan’s which brought the decla-
ration principles of Kenya chairs the IGAD process, joined by media-
tors Eritrea, Ethiopia, and Uganda. For the medium-term, IGAD is 
working hard to build offices across all the areas where there is conflict 
to prevent crises and maintain peace in the region1.  

  
 

                                                 
1 See, Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD). Factsheet. U.S. 
Department of State. URL: http://2001-2009.state.gov/t/pm/rls/fs/22517.htm 
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1 .: Viljoen F. International human rights law in Africa. — Oxford Univer-
sity Press, 2007. — . 200. 
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1 .: Visser, W & K Ruppel-Schlichting. Women and custom in Namibia — 
The legal setting // Ruppel OC (Ed.). Women and custom in Namibia: Cultural 
practice versus gender equality? — Windhoek: Macmillan Education Namibia, 
2008. — P. 157. 
2 .: Section 16, Final Communiqué of the 28th Summit of SADC Heads of 
State and Government held in Sandton, South Africa, 16 to 17 August 2008. 
3 Article 4, SADC Protocol on Gender and Development. 
4 Article 14, SADC Protocol. 
5 Article 17, SADC Protocol. 
6 Article 18, SADC Protocol 
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